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SUBJECT: CIVILIZATION COMING TO MASIRAH 

REF: 76 MUSCAT 1619 

1 . RECENT TRIP BY ECONOFF AND ACTING PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR TO 
MASIRAH CONFIRMED OUR IMPRESSION THAT MISERABLE LIVING CONDITIONS 
OF MASIRAH'S 3,500 INHABITANTS AND VIRTUALLY TOTAL LCAK OF INFR- 
STRUCTURE OUTSIDE THE AIR BASE MAY BE CHANGING. AT PRESENT, 
EVERYTHING MUST BE IMPORTED AT GREAT EXPENSE FROM MUSCAT, MOSTLY 
USING INFREQUENT SOAF FLIGHTS. LOCAL POPULATION CONCENTRATED 

AT NORTH END OF ISLAND LIVES IN SHACKS CONSTRUCTED OF PLYWOOD 
AND CORRUGATED METAL. TOTAL LACK OF GROUNDWATER HAS PREVENTED 
DEVELOPMENT OF EVEN SMALL-SCALE AGRICULTURE, MUCH LESS NATURAL 
VEGETATION, GIVING MASIRAH A BARREN AND LUNAR APPEARANCE. HOW- 
EVER, AIR COMMUNICATIONS ARE EXPECTED TO BECOME MORE FREQUENT 
AFTER APRILL 1977, AND THERE IS ALREADY A MODEST INFLUX OF NEW 
BUSINESS ONTO THE ISLAND. 

2. SMALL DESALTING PLANT BUILT BY MOTHERCAT AND OPERATED 
BY GLOBAL CHEMICAL SYSTEMS (REFTEL) IS SHUT DOWN AT PRESENT 
DUE TO LACK OF DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM FOR WATER. PLANT CAN PRODUCE 
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UP TO 120,000 GALLONS OF FRESH WATER A DAY, BUT OFFTAKE HAD 
BEEN LIMITED TO 8-10,000 GALLONS PUMPED INTO ISLAND'S SINGLE 
WATER TRUCK, WHILE REST OF WATER WAS DISCHARGED ON INTO THE SEA. 
ACCORDING TO AMCIT MANAGER DONALD PROUD, DESALTING PLANT WILL 
REMAIN SHUT DOWN FOR A FEW WEEKS UNTIL NEW HOSPITAL OPENS, 

BUT PLANT WILL NOT BE FULLY UTILIZED UNTIL ADEQUATE PIPING NET- 
WORK IS CONSTRUCTED. PROUD PLANS TO PLACE AN AMCIT FULLTIME ON 
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MASIRAH TO SUPERVISE 22 FILIPINO TECHNICIANS CURRENTLY 
RUNNING THE PLANT. 

3. PRIMARY SCHOOL IS ALREADY IN OPERATION. AND NEW 100-BED 
HEALTH CENTER SHOULD OPEN IN A FEW MONTHS. MAIN DELAY IN 
OPENING OF HEALTH CENTER HAS BEEN DELAY IN RECRUITING 6 DOCTORS 
AND 23 NURSES TO MAN THE FACILITY. PROUD STATED THAT MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH HAS DISCUSSED POSSIBLE CONTRACT FOR GLOBAL CHEMICAL 
TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN HOSPITAL, WHICH WOULD BRING AT LEAST 
ONE MORE AMCIT FULL TIME ON THE ISLAND. 

4. THE OMANGOV IS PLANNING TO REPLACE THE PRESENT SHANTY- 
TOWN AT THE NORTH END OF THE ISLAND WITH 1,000 GOVERNMENT- 
FUNDED DWELLINGS. SIR WILLIAM HALCROW (UK) HAS COMPLETED 
FEASIBILITY STUDY, BUT SHORTAGE OF FUNDS HAS DELAYED CHOICE 
OF CONTRACTOR. NONETHELESS, LOCAL POPULATION IS OPTIMISTIC 
THAT ARRIVAL OF SOAF WILL BRING IN MORE MONEY AND HELP FUND A 
FEW RETAIL SHOPS FOR CONSUMER GOODS WHICH ARE NOW NONEXISTENT. 
NATIONAL BANK OF OMAN ESTABLISHED A BRANCH ON MASIRAH IN NOV- 
EMBER 1976, AND OTHER BANKS MAY FOLLOW. 

5. LONG-TERM POTENTIAL FOR MASIRAH MAY BE GOOD IF LOCAL 
RESOURCES ARE FULLY DEVELOPED. THE WATERS AROUND MASIRAH 
ARE VERY RICH IN FISH, AND MASIRAH COULD BECOME A SIGNIFICANT 
REGIONAL FISH PROCESSING CENTER. A WEST GERMAN SURVEY 
TEAM HAS ALREADY DISCOVERED SMALL AMOUNTS OF COPPER IN THE 
MOUNTAINS ON THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE ISLAND, AND MUCH 
GREATER DEPOSITS MAY BE PRESENT. OMAN’S DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE IS EXPLORING THE GROWING OF VEGETABLES ON MASIRAH 
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(WHICH SEEMS A FUTILE EFFORT TO US). EVEN MASIRAH AS A RECREATION 
SPOT IS POSSIBLE: THE MILD SUMMER CLIMATE DUE TO THE SOUTHWEST 
MONSOON HAS CAUSED SOME TO SPECULATE OVER MASIRAH'S FUTURE 
TOURIST POTENTIAL. 

WOLLE 
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